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PELEG  TALLMAN, 

SAILOR  OF  THE  REVOLUTION,  MASTER  MARINER  AND 
MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS. 

BT  WALTER  H.  STURTEVANT. 
Read  before  the  Maine   Historical   Society,  March  SI,  1899. 

Peleg  Tallman  was  born  at  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  July  24,  1764.  He  was  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion l  in  descent  from  Peter  Tallman,  who  went  from 
New  York  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  was  general 
solicitor  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  at  Portsmouth, 
in  1601.  Peter  Tallman  was  the  first  of  the  name  in 
America  of  whom  the  writer  has  any  record,  but  may 
not  have  been  the  immigrant,  who,  tradition  says, 
came  from  Holland.  Tallman  is  said  to  be  a  Dutch 
name. 

The  parents  of  Peleg  Tallman  were  Peleg  and 
Sarah  (Soule)  Tallman.  His  grandparents  were  Ben- 
jamin and  Elizabeth  (Gorton)  Tallman,  of  Portsmouth, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Gifford) 
Soule,  of  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts.  Beside  those  of 
the  Tallman  name,  he  numbered  among  his  ancestors, 
George  Soule,  who  came  in  the  Mayflower,  and 
that  unique  personage,  Samuel  Gorton,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Warwick,  Rhode  Island,  and  included 
among  other  ancestral  names  those  of  Briggs,  Collins. 
Durfee,    Gifford,    Hall,    Perry,   etc.,   well   known    in 

1  Peleg',    Peleg*,  Benjamin1,    Benjamin1,  Peter1.— Austin's   Genealogical  Dic- 
tionary of  Rhode  Island,  and  Arnold's  Vital  Record  of  Rhode  Island. 
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Rhode  Island  and  the  adjacent  county  of  Plymouth, 
in  Massachusetts. 

An  unconfirmed  tradition  in  the  family  has  it  that 
Peleg  Tallman,  senior,  was  a  ship  carpenter,  and,  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  War,  was  sent  to  "  the  lakes  " 
(perhaps  Lake  Champlain),  to  assist  in  building  vessels 
for  the  colonies.  His  wife  having  died  shortly  before 
that,  the  home  was  broken  up,  and  Peleg,  junior,  was 
left,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  to  shift  for  himself. 

The  boy  soon  shipped  onboard  a  privateer,  a  career 
which  he  continued  to  follow  during  the  war,  with 
varying  fortunes,  as  will  be  hereafter  related  in  his 
own  words,  until  captured  and  confined  in  prison,  to 
be  released  only  after  peace  was  declared. 

Up  to  the  time  he  left  home,  he  had  probably  had 
few,  if  any,  educational  advantages.  In  later  years 
he  often  used  to  say  that  he  had  had  but  six  weeks' 
schooling  in  his  life  —  which  perhaps  was  an  under- 
statement —  and  added,  that  anybody  who  had  indus- 
try would  get  an  education  for  himself,  but  to  one 
without  industry  education  would  do  no  good.  "  In- 
dustry "  was  one  of  his  pet  words,  apparently.  His 
"  six  weeks  of  schooling  "  were  probably  those  spent 
at  a  school  in  Boston,  after  the  war.  It  is  said  that  he 
learned  to  read  and  write  while  confined  in  prison. 
Quite  likely  he  had  received  previous  instruction  dur- 
ing the  time  spent  in  the  hospital.  That  he  made 
good  use  of  his  opportunities  is  shown  by  his  account 
book,  started  soon  after  his  return  to  this  country  from 
captivity.  The  writing  is  plain  and  easily  read.  The 
first  entry,  under  date  of  August  20,  1783,  is  "  Paid 
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Wm  Crosswill  for  schooling.  1:4:  0."  A  similar  entrv 
occurs  October  12th,  of  the  same  year,  and  though 
there  are  frequent  charges  for  books  and  instrument-, 
no  further  payments  for  tuition  are  entered. 

An  early  entry  notes  that  he  was  "  at  Kennebeek.'' 
in  May,  17S5.  A  common  tradition  in  Woolwich,  Maine, 
corroborated,  in  1891,  by  his  son,  states  that  his  friend. 
Dr.  Joseph  Gardner,  sent  him  to  "Woolwich  to  have 
oversight  of  Dr.  Gardner's  business  at  the  latter' s  farm 
at  Tuessic  Neck,  and  particularly  to  take  charge  of 
the  potash  works,  which  were  carried  on  there  for 
years. 

Not  long  after  that  he  resumed  his  nautical  career, 
and  was  "at  St.  Eustatia "  (probably  St.  Eustatius, 
West  Indies)  in  May,  17S6.  From  then  until  his  re- 
tirement from  the  sea,  in  1801,  he  was  constantly  in 
command  of  vessels,  voyaging  to  various  ports  in  the 
United  States,  West  Indies,  Europe,  Cape  Verde 
Islands,  and  to  Madras,  India,  and  the  Island  of 
Mauritius. 

June  15,  1790,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  by  Rev. 
Josiah  Winship,  to  Eleanor  Clarke.  She  was  born  in 
Boston,  March  24,  1774,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Clarke,  a  native  of  Boston,  England,  and  his  wife, 
Maria  Theresa  Larck1,  of  Vienna,  Austria.  They 
came  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  from  London,  id 
the  year  1772.  It  is  related  that  Captain  Tallman 
first  saw  his  future  wife  while  she  and  her  mother 
were  visiting  the  hospital,  in  Boston,  where  he  was  re- 
covering from  the  wound,  received  in  action,  which 

1  Or  Larch,  or  Loerch. 
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deprived  him  of  his  arm.     Ten  children  were  the  fruit 
of  the  union,  viz.  :  — 

James  Clarke,  born  in  Bath,  Me.,  June  12,  1791  ;  died  June  13, 
1804. 

Scott  Jenckes,  born  in  Vassalborough,  Me.,  Apr.  13,  1795  ;  died 
in  Bath,  Nov.  8,  1853;  married  (1)  Nov.  20,  1821,  Salome  Water- 
man, who  died  Sept.  22,  1822.  (2)  Apr.  13,  1824,  Mary  Ann 
Waterman.      She  died  January,  1870. 

Henry,  born  in  Woolwich,  Feb.  19,  1797;  died  there,  Sept.  14, 
1801. 

Maria  Theresa,  born  in  Woolwich,  Mar.  24,  1799  ;  died  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  Dec.  21,  1881  ;  married,  Dec.  15,  1818,  Thomas  Tileston, 
who  died  Jan.  22,   1864. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  born  in  Woolwich,  Apr.  30,  1800  ;  died  in 
Richmond,  Me.,  Dec.  30,  1893;  married,  Sept.  26,  1822,  Alice 
McKown,  who  d.  Feb.  26.  1861. 

Eliza  Sophia,  born  in  Woolwich,  Jan.  26,  1802  ;  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1863  ;  married,  (1)  Sept.  21,  1824,  Horatio 
Smith,  who  died  Oct.  21.  1833;  (2)  Sept.  8,  1835,  William  Pat- 
ten, who  d.  Aug.  15,  1871. 

Caroline  Ann,  born  in  Woolwich,  Jan.  26,  1802  ;  died  from 
burns,  Oct.  19,  1810. 

James  Clarke,  born  in  Woolwich,  July  28,  1804  ;  died  in  Boston, 
Oct,  21,  1853  ;  married,  Feb.  28,  1828,  Jane  R.  Green,  who  died 
Nov.  22,  1863. 

Henry,  born  in  Bath,  Aug.  2,  1806  ;  died  there,  May  4,  1885  ; 
married,  (1)  1833,  Sarah  Fitz,  who  died  July  26,  1856;  (2)  Oct., 
1857,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  (Brown)  Wilkinson. 

Caroline  Ann  Appleton,  born  in  Bath,  Sept.  9,  1809  ;  died  in 
Boston,  May  26,  1874;  married,  Oct.,  1832,  George  H.  Gardiner, 
who  died  March  31,  1864. 

Scott,  Maria,  Benjamin,  Eliza  and  Henry  left  descendants,  now 
living. 

Capt.  Tallman  and   family  lived,  at  different  times, 
at  Bath,  Vassalborough  and    Woolwich,  Maine.     The 
Vol.  X.  29 
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first  piece  of  real  estate  that  he  owned  was  a  farm  :u 
Vassalborough,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  short  time. 
He  removed  from  there  in  April,  or  May,  1796,  to  the 
farm  on  Tuessic  Neck,  in  Woolwich.  This  farm  was 
large  and  included  the  land  lying  between  the  Kenne- 
bec River  on  the  west,  Nequasset  Bay  and  Tuessic  or 
Back  River  Creek  on  the  east,  and  running  to  the 
"Gut,"  or  Sasanoa  River  on  the  south.  It  was  known, 
at  different  periods,  as  Tuessic,  Baxter's,  Gardner's,  or 
Tallman's  Neck.  Record  of  a  transfer  of  this  farm  is 
found  as  early  as  16T3.1  Many  years  later,  apart  was 
held  by  Rev.  John  Gardner,  of  Stow,  Mass.,  in  the  right 
of  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Baxter. 
Her  son,  Dr.  Joseph  Gardner,  of  Boston,  bought  our 
the  rights  of  the  several  heirs,  improved  the  farm,  and 
by  will  left  it  to  his  nephew,  John  Gardner.  From  him 
Captain  Tallman  purchased  it  in  1796.2  The  farm 
buildings  stood  near  the  "  river  road,"  on  a  sort  of 
plateau,  not  quite  a  half  mile  above  the  present  Saga- 
dahoc ferry.  The  eastward  travel  from  the  fern- 
crosses  the  neck,  and  then  the  wide  marsh  by  the  <;  dike 
road,"  first  laid  out  and  built,  as  well  as  the  creek 
bridge,  by  Tallman.  In  1878  the  farm,  sold  by  his  son 
Benjamin,  then  owner,  passed  from  the  family  name. 
The  buildings  were  soon  after  demolished. 

Captain  Tallman  also  acquired  real  estate  in  Bath. 
Here  he  had  a  home,  which  he  occupied  as  the  fancy 
seized  him,  alternating  between  it  and  the  Woolwich 
farm.     He   had   the   unpleasant  habit  of  announcing 

1    Maine  Historical  Society  Collections,  Documentary  History,  Second  Ser:e->. 
Vol.  IV,  p.  336. 
1  Rev.  H.  O.  Thayer,  to  whom  the  writer  is  indebted  for  generous  assistance. 
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that  the  family  would  remove,  at  short  notice,  from 
one  place  to  the  other,  according  to  where  they  hap- 
pened to  be  living  at  the  time.  His  wife  submitted 
until  patience  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  and  then  declared 
she  would  not  move  again.  After  that  they  lived  in 
Bath.  The  dwelling-house  stood  where  the  flag- pole 
is,  on  the  land  now  used  for  the  park  in  that  city,  the 
city  having  purchased  the  land  for  that  purpose,  after 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Tallman.  The  land  was  formerly 
owned  by  Mrs.  Tallman's  father,  John  Clarke,  from 
whose  son  Captain  Tallman'  bought  it.  The  house,  a 
large  three-story  building,  was  removed  to  the  east 
side  of  Front  street,  near  Oak  street,  and  is  now  used 
for  stores  and  tenements. 

From  the  time  he  began  his  business  career,  after 
his  short  term  at  school,  Captain  Tallman  appears  to 
have  prospered  in  his  undertakings.  He  acquired 
property  in  shipping,  real  estate  and  otherwise,  until 
he  remarked  to  a  friend  that  he  had  all  the  property 
he  wanted,  a  statement  the  friend  afterward  said  he 
never  heard  from  any  other  man.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  Captain  Tallman  spent  a  large  part  of 
his  time  in  Boston,  attending  to  his  business  affairs  in 
that  city  and  making  frequent  trips  to  Rhode  Island 
and  other  places  where  his  various  investments  were 
located. 

Immediately  after  retiring  from  the  sea,  in  May, 
1801,  he  entered  political  life  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  from 
Woolwich  in  1801, 1802, 1803  and  1804,  and  from  Bath 
in  1806  and  1S07.     He  was  a  member  of  the  twelfth 
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Congress,  from  the  Lincoln  District,  1811-1813,  having 
been  elected  in  1S11,  and  served  in  the  Senate  of  Maim- 
in  1822  and  1S23.1  As  a  Senator,  in  the  first  session 
of  the  Second  Legislature  of  Maine,  he  was  chairman 
of  several  important  committees.  Of  his  other  legisla- 
tive and  congressional  service  but  few  records  have 
been  obtainable,  but  the  story  is  told  that  when  in  the 
legislature,  one  season,  his  energy  and  fiery  push  drove 
business  along  and  secured  a  short  session. 

In  common  with  the  majority  in  New  England,  in 
1812,  he  was  opposed  to  a  declaration  of  war,  as  the 
following  letter  will  show  :  — 

"Washington,  June  6,  1312. 
Hon.  W     King, 

Dr   Sir: 

Congress  has  been  three  days  with  closed  doors. 
The  business  which  occupied  the  house  was  finished  last  evening. 
You  know  I  cannot  communicate  its  nature,  but  you  will  naturally 
conjecture,  knowing  nearly  what  to  expect.  The  house  runs  79  to 
49.     I  am  a  minority  man. 

The  Senate  have  closed  doors  this  day,  &  no  doubt  is  entertained 
but  they  will  concur  with  the  house. 

You  well  know  what  my  fears  have  always  been,  a  very  few  days 
will  show  you  with  what  degree  of  propriety  I  entertained  them. 
What  will  this  change  bring  us  to ! 
Respectfully 

Your  Ob*    Serv' 

Peleg  Tallman. 

War  was  declared  ten  days  later.  Nevertheless,  his 
name  appears,  'for  $25,000,  among  those  who  sub- 
scribed toward  the  ten  million  dollars  war  loan,  ac- 
cepted   by    the    government    May    2,    1814,2    a    loan 

1  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  Maine. 

J  "  Incident*  in  the  Life  ot  Ja;ob  Barker,"  p.  54. 
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strongly  opposed  by  those  who  desired  to  cripple  the 
administration. 

Williamson's  History  of  Maine  states  that,  in  Sep- 
tember, and  later,  in  the  year  1814,  the  British  having 
control  of  the  territory  east  of  the  Penobscot,  "all  in- 
tercourse between  the  eastern  and  western  sides"  of 
that  river  "  was  studiously  prevented,  excepting  what 
was  indispensable  to  the  local  condition  of  the  border- 
ing inhabitants Mr.  Hook,  the  collector, 

opened  a  custom-house  office  at  Hampden,  for  the 
entries  and  clearances  of  all  neutral  vessels;  and  the 
Swedish  being  of  that  character,  was  entitled  to  the 
privilege,  and  Peleg  Tallman,  of  Bath,  was  accredited 
as  Swedish  Consul."  * 

During  the  interesting  period  of  his  history,  embrac- 
ing his  political  career  and  mature  and  vigorous  man- 
hood, but  little  is  found  in  the  before-mentioned  account 
book  to  throw  any  light  on  the  part  he  took  in  the 
events  of  that  time.  From  1804  to  1816  the  account 
contains  no  particulars,  his  expenses  having  been  esti- 
mated in  a  lump  sum,  for  each  year,  evidently  done  at 
the  time  he  resumed  entering  the  items  of  expense. 
Probably  his  many  business  affairs  and  other  duties 
prevented  the  attention  to  details  that  was  given 
before  and  after  the  dates  mentioned.  Sundry  entries 
for  rum  for  "  the  Malitia  Company  of  Woolwich  the 
4th  of  July  Training,"  and  for  various  individuals,  at 
the  time  he  was  representing  his  town  at  the  General 
Court,  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  as  expenses  "for 
campaign    purposes."     No   other  entry    pertaining  to 

1  Vol.  II,  pp.  653,  654. 
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his  legislative  career  is  discovered  than  the  purchase 
of  a  copy  of  the  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  in  May.  1S01. 
It  is  told  that  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
he  gave  a  big  dinner,  inviting  the  whole  town,  setting 
out  roast  pig  and  other  attractions.  He  was  then  a 
resident  of  Bath.  In  1831  Bath  celebrated  Indepen- 
dence Day  in  an  elaborate  manner.  A  prominent 
feature  of  the  festivities  was  a  dinner  served  to  a  largu 
company  in  "a  grove  of  beautiful  oaks,  near  the  man- 
sion house  of  Hon.  Peleg  Tallman,"  who  was  president. 
of  the  day.  A  number  of  the  "survivors  of  the  day- 
of  '76  "  were  present.  Many  toasts  were  drank,  among 
them  one  to  "  Peleg  Tallman  —  our  generous  host ;  one 
of  the  few  who  can  now  say,  I  have  bled  for  ray 
country."1 

In  personal  appearance  Peleg  Tallman  measured 
about  six  feet  in  height,  was  strono-lv  built  and  verv 
powerful,  stout,  but  not  corpulent,  and  weighed,  when 
in  his  prime,  two  hundred  and  six  pounds.  His  eyes 
were  light  blue,  or  gray,  and  his  hair,  in  later  life. 
was  light  and  thin.  No  portrait  of  him  exists.  It  was 
one  of  his  boasts  that  he  "  never  had  his  picture  taken 
and  never  went  to  nio-ht  meetings."  He  was  not  a  man 
of  piety,  though  helping  to  sustain  the  churches  in 
Woolwich  and  Bath.  He  was  instrumental  in  obtain- 
ing the  bell  for  the  old  "  North  Meeting-house,"  in  Bath, 
and  his  name  is  on  the  subscription  list  for  a  generous 
amount  toward  its  purchase. 

In  his  familv  he  was  not  an  ideal  man.  He  was 
naturally   proud,  and  his  early  education  —  or  lack  of 

1  Maine  Enquirer,  July  6,  1831. 
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it,  rather  —  tended  to  make  him  rough.  He  was  not 
given  to  making  any  display  of  Ins  affections,  but  was 
reserved  in  that  respect.  Stories  are  told  of  his  arbi- 
trary ways  and  tyrannical  methods,  in  part  perhaps  the 
result  of  early  training  in  the  rough  schools  of  priva- 
teers' forecastles  and  British  prisons,  and  from  habits  of 
command  acquired  during  the  years  he  was  master 
of  vessels. 

He  was  sometimes  called  a  "hard  man,"  a  term  not 
always  accurately  applied,  as  the  following  incidents 
will  testify  :  — A  family  lived  in  one  of  his  houses —  a 
small  one  —  in  Bath,  and  had  neglected  to  pay  any  rent 
for  a  considerable  time.  At  length  Captain  Tallman 
sent  one  of  his  sons  to  turn  the  family  out.  The  son, 
upon  investigation,  found  them  very  poor,  unable  to 
pay  the  rent,  and  destitute,  and  not  having  the  heart 
to  evict  them,  reported  the  circumstances  to  his  father, 
who  pulled  a  sum  of  money  from  his  pocket,  handed 
it  to  the  son,  and  said,  "  Here  !  give  them  that  and  tell 
them  to  stay  there  as  long  as  they  want  to."  At 
another  time,  a  man  owed  Captain  Tallman  a  sum  of 
money,  but  being  poor,  could  not  pay.  Finally  Cap- 
tain Tallman  set  him  at  work  straightening  nails  that 
had  been  taken  from  some  old  building,  at  which  occu- 
pation the  man  was  kept  employed  a  number  of  days. 
When  the  job  was  completed,  Captain  Tallman,  finding 
the  man  was  willing  to  work,  and  wras  remiss  in  dis- 
charging his  debt  only  because  he  had  no  money,  not 
only  paid  him  for  his  work  straightening  the  nails,  but 
canceled  the  debt. 
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Doubtless  other  instances  of  a  similar  nature  Alight 
be  related.  His  account  book  contains  frequent  entri- •« 
of  sums  of  money  given  away. 

He  was  full  of  anecdotes  and  had  a  story  for  every 
occasion.  One  of  the  few  remembered  by  his  grand- 
children  was  of  "a  man  who  never  thought  but  once 
a  week,  and  then  he  thought  he  wouldn't  go  to 
nieetin'  "  —  not  an  unnatural  conclusion,  under  the 
circumstances. 

Captain  Tallman  is  said  to  have  been  the  possessor 
of  the  first  chaise  and  umbrella  owned  in  Bath.  He 
was  a  subscriber  for  several  of  the  leading  newspapers 
of  his  day,  and  accumulated  a  library  of  several  hun- 
dred volumes,  which,  as  shown  by  a  catalogue  now  in 
existence,  was  composed  of  standard  works  of  the  first 
class. 

Until  within  a  few  months  of  the  end  of  his  life, 
Captain  Tallman's  writing  shows  but  few  indications 
of  the  encroaching  years.  The  last  entry  in  his  cash 
account  was  made  January  20,  1841.  He  died  March 
8,  1841,  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-seven  years. 
He  was  buried  at  Bath,  from  whence  his  remains  were 
removed  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery,  near  Boston,  where 
they  now  repose. 

Interesting  reminiscences  of  "  Life  on  the  Tallman 
Farm,  Woolwich,"  are  related  in  a  manuscript,  entitled 
"  Recollections  of  Seventy  Years,"  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Sophia 
Hatch,  late  of  Perkins,  Maine,  a  grand-niece  of  Captain 
Tallman,  who  passed  a  portion  of  her  childhood  in  hi* 
family.    The  following  extracts  are  from  her  narrative  : 
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The  house  was  large  and  two-story,  facing  the  south,  with  a 
garden  in  front  surrounded  by  a  high  board  fence  painted  yellow. 
Large  English  cherry  trees  formed  a  row  along  the  garden  fence. 
The  garden  itself  was  quite  a  field  ;  had  currant  bushes  on  two  sides, 
of  the  white  and  red  varieties,  an  asparagus  bed  .  .  .  and  there 
were  choice  kinds  of  apples.  The  orchards  were  four  in  number;1 
one  was  of  greenings,  another  of  greenings  and  pippins- . 
The  apples  Avere  kept  in  boxes  in  the  apple  cellar,  on  one  side  of 
a  ledge,  and  often  there  were  a  hundred  bushels  to  sell  in  the  spring, 
usually  bringing  a  dollar  a  bushel. 

The  first  out-building  was  the  work  house,  then  the  carriage 
house,  the  meat  house,  and  the  corn  house,  running  south,  form- 
ing three  sides  of  a  hollow  square  with  the  house  and  garden  fence. 
Uncle  Peleg  built  a  schoolhouse  at  the  northwest  of  the  dwelling 
house,  and  hired  a  teacher  for  his  children,  after  his  daughter 
Caroline  was  burnt  to  death  in  a  school  building  at  Bath.  In  after 
years  another  story  was  added  and  a  dwelling  house  was  made  of  it.2 

The  kitchen  was  a  large  room,  and  in  winter  I  always  dreaded 
making  up  the  fire,  a  ceremony  which  always  took  place  before 
supper.  First  Old  Russell  would  walk  in  the  backlog,  a  huge 
section  of  a  tree,  which  lasted  the  twenty-four  hours.  The 
fire  was  taken  apart,  filling  the  room  with  smoke  ;  the  back  log  was 
laid  on  the  great  andirons,  behind,  and  the  forestick  put  in  front, 
and  a  roaring  fire  made  up  which  kept  till  the  next  night. 

They  were  living  on  the  farm  when  uncle  w^s  president  of  the 
Bath  bank3,  and  I  remember  seeing  him  seated  at  a  table  covered 
with  sheets  of  bank  notes,  putting  his  signature  on  them.  Some  of 
the  family  assisted  him  in  cutting  the  bills  apart  ....  During 
the  war  of  1812.  there  were  some  fears  of  the  English  coming  up 
the  river  to  Bath,  so  the  money  was  taken  from  the  bank  and  put  up 
in  nail  kegs,  which  were  sent  over  to  "Woolwich  for  safe  keeping.4 

1  The  trees  were  brought  from  Rhode  Island  and  set  out  about  the  year  1300. 

1  This  building  in  later  days  was  called  "  The  Academy." 

3  The  Lincoln  Bank  of  Eath,  Maine,  incorporated  June  16,  1813.  William  King 
was  the  first  president,  followed,  in  1S15,  by  Samuel  Davis.  Peleg  Talluian  was 
president  from  sometime  previous  to  18-20  to  1826,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Jonathan  Hyde.  Massachusetts  and  Maine  Registers. 

*  In  September,  1814,  (during  the  war  of  1812,)  after  the  British  had  captured 
Castine,  U amp* ten  and  Bangor,  and  gained  control  of  the  territory  east  of    the 
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A  brief  outline  of  his  career  in  the  Revolution  am] 
subsequentl}-,  as  given  by  him  in  the  last  year  of  }ii> 
life  in  a  letter  to  an  old  shipmate,  is  here  printed.1 

Bath,  November  I,  1840, 

,  Esquire, 

My  dear  and  much  respected  sir  : 

Your  favor  of  the  21st  ult.  has  been  received    with 
great  satisfaction,  aud  is  now  before  me. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  :  when  I  went  on  deck  from  the  gun 
room,  by  the  permission  of  Mr.  Starr,  he  immediately  put  me  to  the 
two  after  guns  on  the  gun  deck.  They  were  then  commanded  by 
Mr.  Adams,  the  purser,  who  was  wounded  early  in  the  action  ;  how 
bad,  I  don't  recollect,  but  I  saw  the  blood  flow  freely  from  him,  and 
he  was  immediately  relieved  and  went  below,  after  which  I  saw  him 
on  deck  no  more  during  the  action.  Mr.  Starr  then,  after  the  re- 
tiring of  Mr.  Adams,  put  me  as  captain  of  the  gun.  This  circum- 
stance of  being  appointed  captain  after  Mr.  Adams,  I  should  haw 
noticed  before,  but  it  did  not  occur  to  me.  I  continued  at  the  gun. 
and  I  believe  she  was  as  well  fought  as  any  in  the  ship  during  the 
action,  till  the  very  last.     Mr.   Starr,   who  frequently  was  near  us. 

appeared  to  be  well  satisfied  with  our  management 

The  first  time  I  went  to  sea  I  sailed  out  of  your  port,  or  city, 
in  the  sloop  Beaver,  privateer,  commanded  by  Captain  Havens, 
which  vessel  I  think  you  must  have  known.  I  was  on  board  of  her 
about  four  months.  "We  cruised  in  the  Sound,  off  Long  Island. 
both  sides,  and  occasionally  off  New  York,  and  made  many  capture? 

Penobscot,  it  was  feared  the  enemy  designed  to  extend  his  conquests  to  the  bank* 

of  the  Kennebec The  specie  was  removed  from  the  vaults  of  the   Bath  and 

Wiscasset  banks.  Williamson's  History  of  Maine,  Vol.  II,  p.  649. 

At  that  time  Captain  Tallman  was  probably  "  First  Director  "  of  the  bank.  Had 
the  British  appeared,  the  farmhouse  across  the  river  would  hardly  have  been 
suspected  as  the  hiding  place  for  the  treasure.  These  kegs  set  about  in  the  wood- 
house  and  were  supposed  to  contain  nails. 

1  This  letter  was  introduced  into  the  Recollections  of  the  Early  Life  of  an  Aged 
Sailor,  which  appeared  in  the  People's  Advocate,  a  newspaper  published  in  Jf«w 
London,  Connecticut.  This  sketch  included  a  valuable  account  of  the  engagcrm-nt 
between  the  American  fr:  irate  Trumbull  and  the  British  letter  of  marque  Watti 
and  of  officers  and  men  who  suffered  in  the  action;  all  of  which  must  be  omitted. 
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of  moderate  value.  I  next  went  in  the  privateer  Rover,  Captain 
"Win.  Dennis  ;  we  were  taken  by  the  Reasonable.  64. x  I  was  re- 
tained in  the  prize  and  carried  to  Halifax.  The  prize  master,  who 
was  an  under  lieutenant  in  the  British  navy,  took  me  on  board  the 
man-of-war  with  him.  After  some  months  he  was  turned  over  on 
board  a  frigate  —  went  to  Penobscot  and  took  me  with  him,  where, 
after  some  time,  I  found  means  to  leave,2  and  with  considerable 
labor  and  fatigue  I  made  my  way  to  Boston  and  Rhode  Island. 
The  next  April  I  went  on  board  the  Rattle  Snake,  we  have  spoken 
of,  commanded  by  Capt.  Freeborn.  I  having  by  this  time  had  some 
experience  on  board  of  armed  vessels,  being  constantly  on  board  of 
them,  of  different  sorts,  gave  me  a  high  standing  with  almost  a 
totally  green  crew  on  board  the  Rattle  Snake.  This  very  probably 
induced  Capt.  F.  to  give  me  a  situation  much  like  a  midshipman 
in  a  public  vessel,  for  which  I  was  to  have  a  deserving  share.  "We 
sailed  from  Newport,  I  think,  in  April ;  and  the  third  day  out  were 
run  ashore  at  Barnegat  by  two  British  men-of-war,  and  having  taken 
nothing,  but  got  burnt,  my  half  share  came  to  but  little.  I  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  to  the  shore,  about  a  mile,  with  three  others, 
one  of  whom,  the  gunner,  did  not  reach  the  shore.  But  before  the 
English  could  get  the  crew  out  she  beat  over  the  bar  and  drove  up 
to  the  shore  head  foremost  —  her  jibboom  over  the  beach,  so  that 
they  all  got  out  except  one.  The  British  then  burned  her,  and  the 
crew  went  different  ways  —  some  to  Philadelphia,  some  to  New 
London.  I  took  the  road  to  New  London  and  went  on  board  the 
Trumbull.  As  you  know  concerning  my  fate  in  her  I  need  say 
nothing.3  I  was  hauled  up,  wounded,  a  long  time  in  Boston,  but 
as  I  got  repaired  so  that  I  could  carry  easy  sail  I  went  to  sea  again 

1  "Without  doubt  in  the  ill-fated  Bagaduce  expedition,  August  14,  1779.  The 
Rover,  a  privateer  sloop  of  ten  guns,  was  one  of  the  American  fleet,  and  the 
Reasonable,  64,  was  one  of  the  British  men-of-war  that  routed  the  Americans. 
The  Rover  was  captured.        Williamson's  History  of  .Maine,  Vol.  U,  p.4G9,  et  Srq. 

1  It  is  related  that  he  was  sent  ashore  with  a  party  to  cut  hay  for  the  animals  on 
boani,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  make  his  escape. 

3  It  is  regretted  that  he  omitted  details  of  what  befell  him  in  that  hotlv  contested 
action,  by  which  he  was  taken  out  of  the  fight  by  a  shot  that  cost  him  his  left  arm. 

The  ball  supposed  to  have  been  a  grape  shot  from  the  enemy,  shattered 
the  shoulder-blade,  passed  through  the  upper  part  of  his  body,  and  destroyed 
the  shoulder-joint,  necessitating  amputation  at  the  shoulder. 
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in  a  privateer  brig  of  sixteen  guns.  After  being  at  sea  three  moot!  • 
without  any  success,  we  were  taken  by  a  frigate  and  carried  in: 
St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  and  put  on  board  a  prison  ship.  At 
length,  we  were  sent  from  thence  to  Boston.  I  then  went  on  hoard 
another  privateer  of  twenty  guns,  Capt.  Rathbone,  then  late  of  the 
Navy.  After  being  at  sea  between  three  and  four  months  without 
any  success,  we  were  taken  by  the  frigate  Recovery,  and  carried 
into  Kingsale,  Ireland,  and  hove  into  a  loathsome  prison,  where  the 
survivors  ot  us  remained  thirteen  or  fourteen  months.  About  half 
our  number  died  with  the  small  pox  and  other  disorders.  At  length 
we  were  sent  over  to  England  and  put  into  Fortune  prison.  We 
were  there  about  thirteen  months,  and  until  the  peace  in  178:5,  in 
April.1  The  prison  was  then  cleared  of  its  contents,  and  we  were 
sent  over  to  Havre,  in  France,  and  there  landed  naked  as  we  were. 
We  had  no  means  of  getting  to  America  from  there.  I,  with  six 
others,  walked  through  France,  down  to  Nantz  —  I  believe  about 
four  hundred  miles.  We  there  got  a  passage  on  board  a  ship  bound 
to  Philadelphia,  and  there  —  pray,  sir,  look  at  my  condition  —  I 
was  landed  in  the  rags  I  stood  in,  without  friends,  and  only  one 
arm,  and  knew  not  where  to  get  a  meal  of  victuals.  My  friends 
and  relations  were  all  dead  or  out  of  my  reach.  I,  however,  made 
the  best  of  my  way  to  Boston,  and  called  on  my  old  friend,  Dr. 
Gardiner.  After  a  short  time  he  took  me  by  the  hand  —  sent  me  to 
a  mathematical  school  some  months  —  but  my  wishes  were  for  the 
sea.  He  after  a  time  built  a  brig'2  and  put  me  in  master,  with  a 
nurse,  as  I  was  young  and  without  much  experience.  I  commanded 
her  about  three  years,  and  until  the  death  of  the  Doctor.  Then  I 
was  enabled  to  buy  one-half  of  her,  which  continued  me  in  command. 
At  length  I  sold  out  in  '91.  I  had  got  in  command  of  the  largest 
Bengal  ship  out  of  Boston.  I  was  in  her  and  various  other  employ- 
ments till  '99.     In  October  Mr.  Secretary  Stoddard  sent  me  a  com- 

1  The  periods  of  service  on  board  the  several  vessels,  and  of  his  confinement  i» 
prisons,  as  stated  in  his  letter,  would,  if  added  together,  extend  beyond  the  time  of 
his  release.  His  letter,  written  fitry-scven  years,  and  more,  after  the  events  trans- 
pired, doubtless  contains  a  few  inaccuracies. 

3  Built  at  Woolwich,  or  Bath,  according  to  statements  of  Captain  Tallmau's  son 
and  others,  though  no  vessel  of  corresponding  class  and  conditions  is  mentioned 
in  a  printed  list  of  vessels  built  in  the  District  at  that  time. 
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mission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,1    but  I   then   commanded  a  fine 
letter  of  marque  ship  of  twenty  guus,  the  John   Adams,    bound  to 
Liverpool.      I   considered    this    the   best   business   of   the  two,   and 
therefore  did  not  accept  but  returned  the  commission.     I  took  a  few 
trips  in  this  ship  and  then   left  her   and  the   seas  altogether,    since 
which  I  have  been  engaged  in  various  mercantile  pursuits,  and  have 
been  twelve  years  in  various  Legislatures.     In   1822,  being  in    the 
Senate  of  this  State,  I  found  attending  Legislatures   materially  in- 
terfering with    my  business,   which    had    become    considerable.      I 
retired  from   public  life   with   a  determination  never  to  engage  in  it 
again.      I  have  met  with  various  success  in  business  —  sometimes 
lost  and  sometimes  made.  ...... 

I  have  written  this,  to  you,  uninteresting  sketch  of  myself,  in 
detail,  for  which  I  pray  your  excuse,  that  you  may  see  how  a  poor 
invalid  of  the  Revolution,  with  one  arm,  might  with  hard  labor  and 
watching  make  his  way  through  the  world  among  two-armed  people. 
You  may  wonder  then  why  I  apply  for  augmentation  of  my  pen- 
sion ?  2  Why,  sir,  because  I  think  I  deserve  it,  and  am  ashamed  to 
receive  from  the  office  the  small  pittance  which  they  vouchsafe  to 
give  me,  and  my  friends  are  continually  pressing  me  so  to  do. 
I  am,  with  the  most  friendly  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Peleg  Tallman. 

1  Navy  Dept  17th  June  1799 

Capt.  Peleg  Tallman 

Bath,  Kennebeck 
Sir, 

The  President  having  appc*  you  a  Lieut*-  in  the  Navy,  I  enclose  your  Commis- 
sion. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  enclosed  oath  and  return  it  to  this  office;  & 
repair  immediately  to  Boston,  where  you  will  make  application  to  Capt  Talbott  to 
know  whether  your  services  are  required  on  board  the  Frigate  Constitution  under 
his  command,  &  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

Tour  Pay  and  Emoluments  will  commence  from  the  date  of  your  letter  of 
acceptance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir 
Yr  obd  Serv1 

Ben  Stoddert 
•  He  was  pensioned  in  March,  17S6,  at  the  rate  of  $51  per  year.  In  1S16  this  was 
increased  to  JS1.60,  which  was  continued  until  his  death,  and  afterward  granted  to 
his  widow.  After  his  pension  was  increased  he  expended  it  in  the  purchase  of 
silverware  for  the  table  and  sideboard.  The  increase  to  which  he  refers  in  the 
above  letter,  was  not  granted,  evidently. 
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The  writer  of  the  newspaper  sketch  completes  it 
with  these  remarks:  — 

He  spent  much  of  the  time  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  av! 
in  prisons  in  acquiring  that  education  which  insured  his  prosperitv 
in  after  life,  and  made  use  of  his  misfortunes  in  early  life  to  secure 
the  means  of  enjoyment  in  old  age. 

The  letter,  of  three  closely  written  pages,  is  believed  to  be  hi  hi. 
own  hand,  and  signed  by  himself  in  the  strong,  open  handwriii::.-  .  ; 
the  old  school.  To  this  signature  there  is  no  trembling,  no  uncer- 
tainty or  unsteadiness  —  it  is  characteristic  of  the  man. 

Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  our  young  men  to  the  life  of 
Peleg  Tallman.  Let  them  view  him,  landed  friendless  and  penni- 
less upon  th  e  wharves  of  Philadelphia,  brave  his  course  through 
difficulties  and  suffering,  to  a  very  high  standing  among  the  merchant 
princes  of  the  East  in  affluence  —  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  then  taking  his  place  among  the  honor- 
able meu  of  the  nation  in  the  hall  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  Union,  and  closing  his  days  with  the  reputation  of  being  kt  :i 
kind  friend  and  father — an  example  of  industry,  prudence  and 
perseverance." 


FIELD  DAY  EXCURSION. 

The  Annual  Field  Day  Excursion  was  taken  Sep- 
tember 6,  1899,  by  railroad  to  Pine  Point,  thence  by 
carriages  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  ferry  at  the  mouth 
of  Scarborough  River,  thence  to  Blue  Point  Hill, 
where  a  fine  view  was  had  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, from  the  Saco  River  to  Richmond's  Island.  Tin1 
route  was  then  taken  through  Dunstan's  Corner,  pass- 
ing the  homesteads  of  Richard  King,  Robert  South- 
gate   and   others;  thence   by  the   turnpike   over  Oak 
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